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Gay rights advocate Victoria Kidd delivers her address, “A Personal
Response to Gay Pride Week,” during a gay pride service Sunday at
the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Shenandoah Valley.

Gay pride service
‘serendipitous’

Advocate Kidd tells local gathering
‘there’s a lot of work left to do’

By DEREK GOMES
The Winchester Star

STEPHENS CITY — A gay pride
service on Sunday at the Unitarian
Universalist Church of the Shenan-
doah Valley was planned well in ad-
vance  o f  Fr iday ’s  l andmark
Supreme Court ruling that legal-
ized gay marriage across the coun-
tr y.

“It was just serendipitous,” con -
gregation president Robert Hurt
said about the timing of the two
events.

Before Friday’s ruling, same-
sex marriage was already legal in
36 states and the District  of

Columbia. The unions became le-
gal in Virginia in October after the
Supreme Court refused to hear an
appeal of a decision that over-
turned the commonwealth’s same-
sex marriage ban.

Church members did not wait
until Sunday to celebrate, though.
On Friday evening, some gathered
at the Valley Pike house of worship
to mark the milestone for the gay
rights movement.

At Sunday’s service, local resi-
dent Victoria Kidd addressed the
roughly 70 attendees. She said she
scrapped her prepared remarks in
the wake of Friday’s Supreme

Parades
jubilant
nationwide

By JANIE HAR
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Hundreds of
thousands of people on Sunday
packed gay pride events from
Chicago to New York City, Seattle
to San Francisco, with overall at-
tendance expected in the millions
for what amounted to a celebration
of a freshly endorsed right to mar-
r y.

In San Francisco, a parade that
at times resembled a rainbow-col-
ored dance party snaked through
downtown. Cheerleaders, dancers
and proud families of lesbians and
gays swooped up Market Street as
spectators flocked 10 to 15 people
deep along both sides.

There were “Hooray for Gay”
and “Love Won” signs. There were

LOCAL FIREFIGHTER TRAINING

SCOTT MASON/The Winchester Star

Blue Ridge Volunteer Fire and Rescue Chief Jason Burns (from left) directs Enders volunteer firefighters
Zayna Elhady and Shawna Massie and North Mountain volunteer Allyson Fagga during Firefighter 1 training
Wednesday at the boat landing on the Shenandoah River below Harry Byrd Highway (Va. 7).

Intense course readies
volunteer firefighters

By VAL VAN METER
The Winchester Star

PINE GROVE — It sounds like a
recipe for success: Instant firefight-
er. Just add water.

There was plenty of water on
Wednesday, as 18 students assem-
bled under the Harry Byrd High-
way (Va. 7) bridge in Clarke Coun-
ty next to the Shenandoah River to
learn the skills needed to fight
fir es.

The day was part of a 21/2-week
course to earn the Firefighter I cer-
tification. It was organized by
Clarke County fire officials.

Earning the certification can
take a local volunteer firefighter six
months, according to Jason Burns,
chief of the Blue Ridge Volunteer
Fire and Rescue Company in Volunteers learn the proper way to offload water from a tanker truck

into a portable tank.

Greece imposes capital controls; banks to remain shut
By ELENA BECATOROS
and DEMETRIS NELLAS

Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Gr eece’s five-
year financial crisis took its most
dramatic turn to date Sunday, with
the prime minister announcing
Greek banks would remain shut in-
definitely and restrictions would be
imposed on cash withdrawals.

The decision came on the rec-
ommendation of the Bank of
Greece, Prime Minister Alexis
Tsipras said during a televised ad-
dress to the nation. He didn’t im-
mediately say what types of capital
controls would be imposed.

The developments have thrown
into question Greece’s financial fu-
ture and continued membership in
the 19-nation shared euro currency

— and even the European Union.
For the past two days, Greeks

have been rushing to ATMs to
withdraw money across the coun-
tr y following Tsipras’ su dd en
weekend decision to call a referen-
dum on creditor proposals for
Greek reforms in return for vital
bailout funds.

The gover nment is urging
Greeks to vote against the propos-

als, arguing that they are humiliat-
ing and that they would prolong
the country’s financial woes.

Spooked by rumors concerning
impending fuel shortages, drivers
flooded gas stations across Greece,
prompting the country’s largest re-
finer, Hellenic Petroleum, to issue
a statement reassuring there are
sufficient reserves of gasoline to
last several months. The rush to

gas  s ta t ions  may have been
prompted less by worries about
shortages than rumors that only
withdrawals of up to 60 euros ($66)
per day from ATMs will be allowed
and that use of credit or debit cards
will not be permitted.

The referendum decision,
which was ratified by parliament af-
ter a marathon 13-hour session that

Second escaped
murderer is shot,
captured in N.Y.

By MICHAEL BALSAMO
Associated Press

MALONE, N.Y. — The second of
two convicted murderers who
staged a brazen escape three
weeks ago from a maximum-se-
curity prison in northern New
York was shot and captured near
the Canadian border on Sunday,
two days after his fellow inmate
was killed in a confrontation with
law enforcement, authorities
said.

“The nightmare is finally
o ve r, ” Gov. Andrew Cuomo de-
clared at a news conference.

A state police sergeant shot
David Sweat in the town of Con-
stable, about 11/2 miles south of
the Canadian border and 30
miles northwest of the prison, af-

ter spotting him walking along a
road and recognizing him, Cuo-
mo said. Sweat fled and Sgt. Jay
Cook opened f ire  when he
c o u ld n ’t catch him on foot and
noticed the fugitive heading to-
ward a line of trees, state police
said.

Sweat was struck twice in the
torso and taken to a hospital in
stable condition, Cuomo said.

His capture came two days af-
ter his escape partner, Richard
Matt, was shot and killed by au-
thorities. The men had been on
the loose since June 6, when they
cut their way out of a maximum-
security prison about 30 miles
away using power tools.

State police Superintendent

Confederate flag
backlash seen as
attack on heritage

By JOHN WOODROW COX
© 2015 The Washington Post

RICHM OND — Hours before a
Confederacy-obsessed white
gunman massacred nine black
churchgoers in South Carolina,
one of the many Virginia groups
devoted to the Southern cause’s
histor y posted a message on
Facebook.

“BIG, BIG day for us in the
Capital of the Confederacy,” the
Virginia Flaggers wrote. “Please
be in prayer for us as we forward
the colors, endeavor to shine the
light of truth, and educate a mis-
guided public about the honor
and glory of our Confederate an-
cestors. Photos and report to fol-
low. ONWARD!”

What followed was a protest in
Richmond outside the Virginia

Museum of Fine Arts, which in
2010 removed Confederate flags
from the property’s Confederate
Memorial Chapel. The demon-
strators, who numbered no more
than about 10, planted their lawn
chairs on the curbside grass and
patrolled the sidewalks, waving
battle flags and sharing their pur-
pose with passers-by.

“Return the flags,” read one
man’s shirt. “Restore the hon-
o r. ”

Perhaps nowhere in the coun-
try is the cult of the Confederacy
more fervent than in Virginia, the
birthplace of its battle flag and its
most renowned military com-
mander. But suddenly, after the
South Carolina carnage, the com-
monwealth’s legions of re-enac-
tors, descendants of Southern

See Greece, Page A2

See Confederates, Page A5See F irefighters, Page A10
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❞

It is so intense. It’s
physically exhausting

and it’s mentally
exhausting, but you get
it knocked out in two

we e k s .

— Shawna Massie
Volunteer with John H. Enders

Volunteer Fire and Rescue

WEATHER & NEWS

Information from the National Weather Service and WINC Radio.

Winchester temperatures

Precipitation

Ultraviolet index
0,1,2 minimal — 3,4 low 5,6 moderate —
7,8,9 high — 10-up very high

Januar y
Februar y

March
April
M ay
June
July

Au g u s t
September

October
N ov e m b e r
December

To t a l

2014
1.62
3.79
3.05
3.23
5.10
2.61
3.62
3.16
1.45
4.21
2.24
2.75

36.83

Avg .
2.56
2.41
3.45
3.37
3.87
3.64
3.02
3.74
2.95
3.23
3.19
2.68

38.11

2015
2.52
1.46
3.34
3.46
3.41

*3.70

17.89

To d ay ’s outlook

SUNRISE

5:49 a.m.

SUNSET

8:43 p.m.

*Month to date

9

To d ay
Mostly sunny

with west winds
5 to 10 mph.

80°

To n i g h t
Mostly cloudy

with light
south winds.

62°

Tuesday — Partly sunny with a 50%
chance of showers. High: 86. Low: 65.

Wednesday — Mostly sunny with a 40
percent chance of showers. Partly
cloudy at night. High: 81. Low: 62.

Thursday — Mostly sunny with a 40
percent chance of showers. Partly
cloudy at night. High: 80. Low: 65.
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Boston
Chicago
Dallas
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Los Angeles
New York

Regional temperatures Across the country
Highs/Lows
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88/71
74/62
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94/74
88/76
84/67
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Court decision.
The 5-4 ruling “kind of

felt like a finish line,” Ki dd
said. “But it’s not at all.
Ther e’s a lot of work left to
do.”

Kidd legally mar ried
Christy Berghof f several
years ago in Washington,
D.C., but when they moved
to Virginia, the common-
wealth didn’t recognize their
marriage, so they filed a fed-
eral lawsuit in U.S. District
Court in Harrisonburg two
years ago challenging Vir-
gi ni a’s same-sex marriage
ban and its refusal to recog-
nize same-sex marriages
performed out of state.

“She was my wife when
I’m in D.C., but not my wife
at home,” said Kidd.

The situation also pre-
sented legal complications
with their daughter, Lydia,
2. While Berghoff is Lydia’s
birth mother, Kidd is listed
as “co-custodian.” In Febru-
ary, following Virginia’s le-
galization of same-sex mar-
riage, Kidd petitioned to be
recognized as Lydia’s moth-

e r.
“There are no Mother’s

Day cards for co-custodi-
ans,” Kidd said.

Kidd told the those gath-
ered that just because the
right to marry has been ex-
tended to all gay people in
the United States, it doesn’t
mean discrimination has
ended. She said people are
still fired for being gay, and
some states are enforcing
“religious freedom” la w s
that can discriminate against
gay people.

She added that 250 to 300
transgender people are mur-
dered every year across the
globe, and African Ameri-
cans are being dispropor-
tionately incarcerated in
U.S. prisons.

To build upon Friday’s
historic court decision, and
to further combat discrimi-
nation, Kidd called for love.

“If we love each other
from the moment we wake
up to the moment we go to
bed, we are revolutionaries,”
she said.

A press release issued
F r i d a y  b y  t h e  c h u r c h

echoed Kidd’s sentiments of
celebration and of the strug-
gles that remain.

As church members cel-
ebrated Friday, “they will be
well aware that much work
remains before all Ameri-
cans can feel respected, and
safe, as full members of our
s oc i et y,” the release stated.
“But for today, they will cel-
ebrate this historic mile-
stone on the long road to liv-
ing out our nation’s founding
ideals. It’s time to rejoice.”

“I’m proud we’ve stood

on the side of love for a long
time, and we always will,”
said church member Evan
Clark, who is a member of
Winchester City Council.

While more legal ques-
tions will inevitably arise
from Friday’s ruling, Kidd
struck an optimistic tone
and hammered home the
theme that all people must
come together and love each
o t h e r.

— Contact Derek Gomes at
dgomes@winchester star.com

Clarke County.
“We ’re turning them out in

three weeks,” Burns said.
But it requires commitment

from the volunteers, he said. The
condensed course starts at 8 a.m.
and runs until late in the day.

“It is so intense,” said Shawna
Massie, 28, a volunteer with John
H. Enders Volunteer Fire and Res-
cue Company in Berryville. “It ’s
physically exhausting and it’s men-
tally exhausting, but you get it
knocked out in two weeks.”

By the end of the second day,
“They realize they are not in high
school,” Burns said. “They handle
it very well. This is a very disci-
plined class.”

Many of the students, like
Brady Childs, 18, are looking to the
futur e.

“I’d like to make it into a career,”
Childs said of firefighting.

Burns said Childs and the other
students will be able to use their
certifications immediately to help
volunteer fire and rescue compa-
nies fight fires.

While some fire companies will
allow those over the age of 18 to
fight fires without the training,
“Blue Ridge doesn’t allow it,”
Burns said.

During the intensive course,
students cover “ever ything,” sa id
Allen F. “Frank” Davis, director of
Clarke County’s Department of
Fire and Emergency Medical Ser-
vices.

“They learn how to protect
themselves, how to stay safe, how
to make a good fire attack, how to
rescue citizens and everything in
between,” Davis said.

On Friday, the class was headed
to Leesburg, where the Loudoun
County Training Center was offer-
ing the use of its “flashover” sim -
ulator for student training.

“T hat’s going to be the first
thing that’s a little nerve-wrack-
ing,” said Childs.

A flashover, Burns said, de-
scribes what happens when fire-
fighters enter a room in a house

and everything in the room ignites
at once.

So the students were going to
be taught how to use their water
stream to kill the flashover and
make sure they are safe.

The training has made it clear
just how dangerous fires can be,
Massie said.

The possibility of being stuck in
a burning building is scary, she
added.

But Wednesday’s hands-on les-
son was “c o o l e r. ”

The students learned how to set
up a collapsible plastic pool, siphon
water into a tanker truck from tub-
ing thrown into the river, load the
pool and pull the water from it into
another truck and spray it on a
fir e.

Speed and efficiency were the

keys, Burns told the students.
The pool holds 3,000 gallons of

w a t e r.
“If I’m pumping 500 gallons of

water a minute,” Burns said, “I’ve
got six minutes of firefighting.”

Keeping the water flowing is vi-
tally important, he said.

It’s also important not to back a
tanker into the pool or get run over
by it.

A tanker truck weights 65,000
pounds, Burns said. “(The driv-
er’s) not even going to feel you
when he r uns over you,” he
war ned.

The students also “r an ” o ut
hoses, switched nozzles and fired
off the water gun on top of Blue
Ridge’s pumper truck.

Of the 18 students, four were
women, and most were high

school age. Two were from the
town of Stanley and two were from
North Mountain Volunteer Fire
and Rescue Company in Frederick
County. Blue Ridge had three stu-
dents, Boyce had one and Enders
had 10.

Burns said he was pleased with
how quickly the students came to-
gether and began to work as a
team.

This is the second time Clarke
County has hosted a firefighter cer-
tification class.

One was organized two years
ago, and Bobby Faulk took it
then.

He was back this year to help
teach.

Faulk, who is Ender’s rescue
captain, joined the company a
dozen years ago as an emergency

medical technician.
He decided to take the firefight-

er training two years ago, so he
could serve as a driver-pump oper-
a t o r.

The short course was perfect
for him, he said, because he was
able to get time off from work to
take it.

At the end of the course, the stu-
dents will take an examination
from the state Fire Programs agen-
cy, and those who pass will be cer-
tified and ready to work in their
communities.

Davis praised Burns for orga-
nizing the fire academy. State funds
paid for the cost.

Davis hopes to see another
academy offered next year.

“I’ll do everything in my power
to make that happen,” he said.

— Contact Val Van Meter at
vvanmeter@winchester star.com
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Dixie Wiles puts her arm around her wife, Leslie
Blackburn, as the Berryville couple sing the hymn “We
Would Be One” during the gay pride service Sunday at the
Unitarian Universalist Church of the Shenandoah Valley.

F irefighters
from Page A1

SCOTT MASON/The Winchester Star

Volunteers Michael Flagg (left), of Boyce Volunteer Fire Company, and Joseph Alger, of Enders Volunteer Fire
Company, use a deck gun from the top of a fire engine Wednesday during training.

If you have information that would lead to the
arrest of someone involved in a crime, call:

Crime Solvers — 540-665-TIPS


